
                                                       Phyllium 

Classification : 

Kingdom :  Animalia 

Phylum   :   Arthropoda 

Class       :   Insecta 

Order     :   Phasmatodea 

Family    :  Phylliidae 

Genus     :  Phyllium 

 

 

Characteristics : 

 Leaf-like Shape: The most striking feature is their flattened, leaf-shaped bodies, 

which provide excellent camouflage.  

 Vein-like Patterns: Some species have markings on their bodies that resemble 

the veins of a leaf, further enhancing their disguise.  

 Coloration: They are typically green, yellow, or orange, but can also exhibit 

brownish or reddish hues, mimicking the colors of decaying leaves.  

 Wings: Males have fully developed wings and are capable of flight, while 

females typically have larger, leaf-like forewings that are not used for flight.  

 Legs: Their legs are often flattened and leaf-like, contributing to their overall 

resemblance to foliage. 

 Camouflage: Leaf insects are masters of camouflage, blending seamlessly with 

their surroundings to evade predators.  

 Rocking Behavior: To further enhance their camouflage, they may rock back 

and forth, mimicking the movement of a leaf in the wind.  

 Diet: They are herbivores, feeding on the leaves of various plants, with guava 

and bramble being common food sources.  

 Eggs: Their eggs are also camouflaged, resembling seeds or other plant matter.  

 Molting: Young leaf insects (nymphs) undergo several molts as they grow, 

shedding their skin to reveal a new, larger one.  

 

For further details, link 

 

https://www.britannica.com/science/tropical-rainforest/Environment


Habit and Habitat: 

 Nocturnal Activity: Leaf insects are generally more active at night, spending 

their days blending into the foliage.  

 Movement: While often remaining still to mimic leaves, they can sway their 

bodies to further enhance the illusion of a leaf swaying in the wind.  

 Tropical Forests: Their natural habitat is within the humid, warm environments 

of tropical forests in Southeast Asia. 

 Host Plants: They are often found on or near their host plants, where they feed 

and find shelter. 

 High Humidity: Maintaining a high humidity level (60-80%) is crucial for their 

well-being in captivity. 

 Ventilation: Adequate ventilation is also important to prevent the build-up of 

moisture and mold.  

                                                

 


